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EXECUTIVE Our affiliation with the Trades and Labor Congress 
NOTES of Canada has been completed, and our dues for the 

first six months have been paid. It is now up to 
members of our association, to make this affiliation worth while, not 
just an empty gesture. . 





The executive has formed.a new committee on Salaries, 
Staffs and Tenure, ‘with Miss Bessie Greenwood as convenor. The com- 
mittee will work out the-certification requirements for specific 
library positions, and will recommend: basic salary schedules for such 
positions. 


- Last Octoberthe Public Library Qommission resolved 
itself into a committee on library policy, with a view to formulating 
long-term plans for library development in British Columbia. After 
several meetings of a preliminary nature, the committee met with repre- 
sentatives of the 5, Cs Le A. in Januarys After a thorough digcussion 
of ways and means, it was decided to form a Joint. Committee on Library 
Policy, which represent both the Commission and the B. C, Ly A, Dr. 
Lamb, chairman of the original committee, continues as chairman of the 
. Joint Committee.- Meetings are being held each month, and it is hoped 
that a preliminary report at least will be drafted within a few months. 
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Number of individual memberships:. 87 
Number of institutional memberships: 9 














WAR LIBRARIES It seems that in aid to the libraries of the armed 
COMMITTEE forces, we are too late, for already their own li- 
braries are in full swing. I visited Western Air 
Command to find that under the capable direction of Corporal Conroy 

and Mrs. Lane, library needs for the airforce personnel here in the 
city are being well met. ‘The small library out there is perfect in 
every detail. The only help we could offer was to start an inter- 
library loan service to augment the books already there and to assist 
their discussion groups. Each unit has the privilege of borrowing 

from the Canadian Legion War Library any number of books on any sub- 
ject. Squadron-leader Hardy, Education Officer at Western Air Command, 
suggested that the most material aid we could give was the donation of 
fiction books. The units can obtain all the educational and instructive 
material necessary, but there is a crying need for readable fiction. 

If we could see our way clear to supplying the units with one or two 
thousand mysteries, travel and adventure stories, our contribution would 
be exceedingly welcome and long remembered. There was a suggestion put 
forth by the army that perhaps cach established library could start a 
training school for librarians of the armed forces who need some basic 
training before undertaking the management pf libraries for their units. 








I next visited Captain Davies of the army and found the 
same situations The men have all the technical books necessary but 
want stories -= even if these are the paper-covered 25=cent novels so 
popular on the news stands. The only constructive help we could give 
now is to assist the I. 0. D. E. and the Legion in a drive for readable 
fiction, and to offer to help train librarians of the armed forces by 
_letting them do practice work in our own libraries. All in all the 

Canadian Legion War Library service is doing a marvellous job, but it 
is unable to supply fiction which is what the forces really want. It 
is giving educational help to all units and as I said previously the 
only significant aid we could give would be in the purchase and donation 
of books that the soldiers, airmen and sailors could read for enjoyment 


and sheer entertainment only! 


Edith H. Sturdy 
Convenor 





CERTIFICATION The first meeting of the Examiners was held in Van- 

OF LIBRARIANS couyver on December 15, 1944, when 49 applications were 
received. Certificates were granted as follows:- 

Grade I, 29; Grade II, 15; Grade III, 4. The next meeting will pro- 

bably ‘ held in Victoria shortly after February 15, which is the dead- 

line for application for awards compatible with library positions held 

at the time of the regulations going into force on August 15, 1944. 


It is pointed out by the Examiners that applicants who 
do not feel entirely satisfied with awards made to them, have the. right 
to submit further particulars and to ask for reconsideration of a higher 
awarde An opportunity will also be afforded to anyone who wishes to 
appear personally before the Examiners. 








CANADIAN The February number of the Canadian Library 

LIBRARY COUNCIL Council Bulletin contains interesting accounts of 

the filming of the Fraser Valley Union Library, 

_ written by R. Bruce Carrick and by William A, Macéonald of the National 
Film Board. Publications which might be useful in Canadian libraries 

are suggested; Kathleen Jenkings of westmount Public Library and Anne 

Smith of the University of B. ©., Canadian nominees for the A. L. A. 

Council, are described; and the directory of Canadian library associations 

is continued. 








HOSPITAL LIBRARY A program relating to hospital libraries will be 
COURSES offered by the School of Library Service in the 
summer session at Columbia University, July 2 to 
August 10, 1945. There will be a central course entitled "Library work 
with hospital patients"; a number of related courses, at the School 
of Library Service and elsewhere on the campus; and probably field 
assignments for students desiring practical experience. The main 
course will be in charge of miss Ernestine Rose, who organized libraries 
in eastern base hospitals for the rehabilitation of wounded men and 
worked in military libraries in Germany in World War I, and who subse- 
quently was head of the 135th street Branch of the New York Public 
Library. In her work Miss Kose will draw upon the resources of the New 
York district, including hospital librarians and other specialists. 





The core course will build upon basic professional 
library training. It will be open to candidates who, being suited in 
other ways for library work with hospital patients, are graduates of 
accredited library schools. As a free elective in the regular curricu- 
lum it will be available also to students at the School of Library Ser- 
vice who possess appropriate personal qualifications and are suff¢ciently 
andvanced to pursue clective courses. 


‘Enquiries and requests for application forms may be 
addressed to the School of Library Service, Columbia University, New 
York 27, New York. 





BACK NUMBERS _ The Vancouver Public Library is anxious to complete 
OF BULLETIN its files of the B, ©, L. A. Bulletin, and finds the 
following numbers missing: 








1937 = all 
1958 = all but November 
1939 = all but November 


Anyone able to contribute these copics should communicate with Miss 
Julia C. Stockett, Reference Librarian, Vancouver Public Library, 
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FRASER VALLEY The Fraser Valley Union Library is jubilant over 
UNZON LIBRARY the prospect of having the Municipality of Langley 
rejoin the library district about April lst. 
Langley's decision to rejoin the Library comes as a result of a refer- 
endum which carried by a small majority at the municipal polls in 
December. Library service in Langley Municipality was discontinued at 


the end of March 1940, following defeat of a library referendum in 


wecember 1959. The additional work at Library Headquarters will 


make it necessary to engage another trained staff member. Miss Phyllis 
Lapworth, now a student at University of Toronto Library School, has 
been appointed to the staff as general assistant. She will begin her 
duties in July. Miss Lapworth, whose home is in Revelstoke, graduated 
in Arts from the University of B. Cc. ih 1944. In the meantime Mrs. 
Ruth Goodall, Branch Librarian at Chilliwack, has kindly consented to 
assist at Library Hoadquarters, Abbotsford, until Miss Lapworth can 
take up her duties. 7 








The annual report for 1944 shows a total circulation 
of 234,340 volumes -- 17 o/o higher than the 1943 circulation, It is 
gratifying to sce that increased use of the library is general throughout 
the union library district. The statistics show a marked increase in 
the use of juvenile books in the school deposit libraries. 


In 1944 the Fraser Valley Union Library began to do 
some specialized work with teen-age readers. In several of the larger 
branches the Library has established a ‘young people's corner’ where a 
small selected group of books has been sect aside, It is hoped that 
more of these collections can be established soon, including one in the 
new Langley Prairie Branch. Ag a second method of assisting teen-age 
readers, the Library has prepared an annotated list called Books for the 
teens: a list of novels suggested for young people by the Fraser Valley 
Union Library, This list, which includes more than 700 titles in both 
the adult and juvenile collections, will be distgibuted to branches and 
borrowers, as a guide to young people, custodians, and parents. 





Several Fraser Valley newspapers have recently pub- 
lished a picture showing the library van distributing books at a typical 
school. The *tcut' for this picture was made from one of the photographs 
taken in September by Nicholas Morant of the National Film Board. 


In November the Board of Management of the library 
hela - its quarterly meeting in Chilliwack and invitcd the people of the 
Chilliwack district to bo presont. A number of interested readers and 
friends of the library attended. after the Board mecting, a short public 
meeting was Called for the purpose of reviving the local library conmittec. 
lirs. Leslic Barber of Chilliwack was appointed to act as convenor of 
the library committee to be formed later. 
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NEW WESTMINSTER The past year has been a very successful one for 
the New Westminster Public Library. There has been 
an increase in circulation and membership in both adult and juvenile 
departments, and the Record Loan Collection has proven to be a worth- 
while investment of money and time. In order to bring the collection 
to as wide an audience as possible, half-hour broadcasts over CKNW are 
given three times weekly at 9:30 p.m 








PROVINCIAL This mecca for students of British Columbia history 
ARCHIVES has had its full quota of visitors from Canada and 
the United States. Recent subjects of research have 
included such topics as Indians and Government Relations, Income Tax in 
the Colony of Vancouver Island, History of the Church of England on 
Vancouver Island, and History of Salt Spring Island. Radio scripts are 
frequently prepared on historic topics. 












Helmcken House continues to grow in popularity and 
unsefulnesse Besides tourists and visitors in regular, scheduled hours, 
clubs and associations arrange for special visits in the evening. 
Financially, this historic museum had a very satisfactory year, 1944 
receipts being about double of the previous year's. 





PROVINCIAL Through various avenues of publicity the Provincial 
LIBRARY Library is extending the circle of its patrons 


amongst the general public of the Province, in addi- 
tion to those more closely associated with the legislative and admini- 
strative affairs of governments Librarians, as well as the lay public, 
may commonly overlook the reference and research facilities afforded in 
the library collection of this institution, which is in many ways unique 
amongst British Columbia libraries. The reference staff will welcome 
enquiries, whether from li»>rarians on problems on which the Provincial 
Library has a more extensive or specialized collection than their own, 
or from the general public who might very well be advised to make greater 
use of a library that is designed and financed as a provincial institution. 


weeks of painstaking work by the Public Works pain- 
ting staff have resu]ted in a very much improved appearance of the 
reference room, reading-room and main entrance to the Library, which 
are most coimnonly frequented by the thousands of people who visit the 
Parliament Buildings yearly. Notable success has attended the recently 
inaugurated program of exhibiting selections of the Carnegie Collection 
of Art Prints, with corresponding took exhibits, in the rotunda show 
Casc. The complete collection of photographs of British Columbia V.C.'s 
is being currently augmented by the sex new winners of this award 

during the present war. 
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Periodically detachments of soldiers from No. 1 
Vonditioning centre at Gordon Head are paraded to the Provincial Library 
and the Provincial Archives, where they are given bricf talks on the 
historical records of British Columbia and-on the nataire of library 
services available through the institutions stationed inthis building. 


Students of the- Provincial Normal School this year 
made their first formal visit as a body to the Provincial Library, 
Provineial Archives and Public Library Commission. They were divided 
into three groups and were well drilled on the services available to 
themselves and the gencral public ariatentl these institutions. 


‘4 A recent officirl taitate of civil servants who have 
joined the armed services showed thc Provincial Library, Provincial 
Archives, and Public Library Commission as having contributed personnel 
far in excess of any. other division of the: epartment of #ducation in 
Victoria. aoe | 





PUBLIC LIBRARY The Honourable H, & T, Perry, Minister of Education, 
COlMAIISSION recently announced that Prince George Depot is to 

‘... have a new $20,000: dollar building. Plans have 
been approved and are now in the hands of the Chief architect. It is 
expected that work will be started on the building in early spring. 
There are indications that this section of British Columbia may see 
considerable expansion in the post-war period and it is a source of 
much gratification that adequate acctmodation will. be provided for the 
expansion of library service that should accompany any such development. 








t 


This bracts cmnauimenans is by no means the only 
objective evidence of Mr. Perry's interest in library development. 
Since the administration of: the Public’ Libraries act has come under his 
jurisdiction he has received sympathetically all requests made to him 
by the Commission for increases in appropriation. As ‘a result it has 
been possible to inervase both staff and salarics which-should in turn 
reflect greater cfficiency in service. 


The staff of’ the Open ro Division at Victoria 
has lately beon increased to cope with the incrvased circulation re- 
sulting in part :from the recently instituted service to children through- 
out the Provinee who have no local public library. Open Shelf circu- 
. lation from Victoria for 1944 was 48, 101, “an inercase of 25% over the 
preceding year. . 
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SCHOOL The Vancouver Teacher=Librarians' Association and 
LIBRARIANS the Library Section of the B. C. Teachers! Fecr- 

ation held a combined dinner mevting in the Hotel 
Devonshire on Friday, February 9th. 





Mrs. Helen Dixon Reynolds, author of "Captain 
Peggy of the Mamic L." and other children's books on British Columbia 
life, spoke on the political significance of "Alice in Wonderland." 


A particularly enjoyable featuro of the evening 
was the presentation to miss Margaret Black, whose engagenent has been 
announced, of a glass bowl filled with spring flowers. 





VANCOUVER ISLAND Miss Jean Fannin, librarian, has sent to the Bulletin 
UNTOWN LIBRARY an account, summarized below from an article in the 

Nanaimo Free Press, of the twenty-five years of 
library service in Nanaimo. Miss “annin reports that the editor of the 
Free Press is most cooperative, and is always ready to boost the library 
through his nows columns. 








The Library Association of Nanaimo was formed in 
1919, with Mr. J. © MeGuffie as sceretary. In 1920, after assistance 
from the Victoria Public Library and the local I.0.D,.2, chapter nnd 
after much voluntcer labor by the members, library quarters were opencd 
in the Athletic Club. Soon a pirt-time employee and longer hours were 
necessary; and in a few years the institution became a Municipal Lib-e 
rary and moved to its present location. 


In 1936 Dr. Helen Stewart organized, ts Vncouvog 
Island Union Library, with Nanaimo as headquarters. The area now 
served consists of five cities and 32 rural school districts, and ox- 
tonds from the north end of the Malahat and the Ciwichan Lake area in 
the south, to Campbell River and Port Alberni in the north. Lack of 
priorities in gisoline and tires has curtailed the van service somewhat, 
but Nanaimo citizens realize that a great improvencnt has been wrought 
in the quarter-century of the Library's service. 





VANCOUVER The Kitsilano Branch of the Vancouver Public Library 
PUBLIC LIBRARY reports that last month a boys' club of Canadian 

Memorial Church, the membors of whom are regular 
Branch borrowers, brought to the library for display 2 gay collection of 
woodcarving and other handicraft made by the boys from instructions in 
library books. The interest thus stirred brought on offer from another 
group of borrowers and this month the Atelicr Sketching Club, through 
Mr. H, G, Hunt amd Mrs. D, S, Copo, have arranged an attractive exhi- 
bition of watercolours and pottery. 
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R. Le REID British Cblumbia libraries have suffered another 
loss with the rocent death, at the ago of 78, of 
Robio L. Reid of Vancouver. 














Mr. Reid, who had lived in British Columbia for 
60 years, was well known as a pioncer teachor and lawyer in the lower 
mainland. He was much more widely famed, however, for his studies in 
British Columbia history and for his extensive library of Canadiana. 








Like his friond, the late Judge Howay, Mr. Reid was 
a member of many learned societies. He was also for many years a 
governor of the University of British Columbia, and he served 15 years 
on the Vancouver Public Library Board. 













PERSONAL NOTES Bramley: S/Lt. Joan Bramley recently called on her 
friends in the Provincial Library, during a furlough 
from the Naval Base Library in Halifax, of which she has charge. 










Carey: Miss Jossamy Carcy has left the Order ee of the Vancouver 
Public Library to pursue her sie anit 






Conroyt Corporai Marion Conxcy, Librarian at Western Air Command, was 
married on February lst to William 4, Wilson, an overseas correspondent 
of British United Press. They are leaving soon for England. 






Grossman; Major P. ¥, Grossman of the Westminster Regiment has been 
stationed for some time at No. 1.Conditioning Centre, Gordon Head, where 
he has been taking treatment for a serious lvg wound suffered in the 
Italian campaign. His many fricnds in library circles hope to see him 
early re-established in British Columbia. j 













Johnston: Miss Viola Johnston,’ who for the past year and a half has been 

librarian at Bishops’ University Library, is now first 
assistant in the Music and Fine Arts Division of the Vancouver Public 
library. 







Lort: Word has been received from Set. Jack Lort of his recent arrival 
on the Italian front. 






MacRae: ITechlan F, Mackae, foseris assistant librarian at New 
Westminster, has joined the staff of the Vancouver Public Library as first 
assistant in the Science and Industry Division. 







Payne: Miss Dora Payne, formerly of the Victoria Public Library, has 
joined the staff of the Order Department of the Vancouver Public Library. 






Rendall: Miss Mary Rendall, formerly of the Vancouver Public Library, 
has transferred to the New Westminster’Public Library. 





«= 


Ridington: Wr. John Ridington, Librarian #meritus of the University 
of British Columbia, was for several weeks seriously i121 
in hospital. He is now recuperating at his home. 


Roby: Miss Ruth Roby of the Circulation Department of the Van®ouver 
Public Library was married on February 16th to Mr. clifford Lemon. 


Whelan: Idiss Patricia Whelan has joined the Order Dupartment of the 
Vancouver Public Library. 








